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LS. News & World Report

WASHINGTON

2300 N STREET, N.W. - WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037

November 12, 1974

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary

The White House
Washlngton, D. ¢. 20500

Ron* / ,
The enclosed manuscript is submitted for the President's approval., It
has been sized for publication, and the conversational tone, which we feel is im-

portant, has been preserved.

Please make all changes on this original, and, if possible, try to hold

alterations to a minimum. John Mashek will arrange return, and will stay in touch
with yoﬁ. Please keep in mind our urgent deadline for the current issue, in which

&
we plan to use the interview.

After return of the manuscript, the President's remarks will not be
changed. If requirements indicate, we may eliminate an entire question and answer
for space. Otherwise, we will get in touch with you for update or any question of
content related to his answers,

Please hold_confidential our plan to publish this interview.

Let me take this opportunity to express our appreciation for your co-op-
eration and éssistance in making the President's views available to our readers.

Immediately upon publication, magazines will be delivered to your office,

Sincerely yours,

W, =

\l
Marvin L. Stone
Executive Editor
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ORIGINAL T/ 2SCRI?
INTERVIEW WITH HON. GERALD R. FORD SRR AY
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Washington, D. C.
"U.8.News & World Report" November 11, 1974

Q f&r. President, before you tell us what you see shead,
can you describe what you consider the chief accomplishments
in your first 100 déys in office?
The President: I would say the recognition that we had
to do something affirmatively about the economy -- infla-
tion and the softening of the economy. We have a good pro-
gram that came out of our economic summit meetings. I think
they were well conducted. They came up with some alterna+
tives that we have put together in s good program, I thingk
that was a. major a.ccl:omplishment.
We have, in my judgment, handled foreign policy in a con-
structive wa:;ai. We're moving ahead with our negotiations with
the Soviet Union on SALT II -- the second stage of strategic
arms limitations. We're working, I think, affimatively‘ as

far as the Middle Fast is concerned. We have been co-oper-

ating with others as far as Greece and Turkey and Cyprus

03,
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cohcerned. There is a continuity of a good foreign policy
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nations, and pointed out the dangers if this did not come
pbout. Have you seen any results from that speech?

The President: We're working very hard to try and put the
pil-consuming nation group together, and we're making some
- headway. If we can achieve that and then get a combined
pr joint working group with the oil producers, I would hope
that we could avoid certainly any increases and work ﬁcward
some decreases in world oil prices. But we first have to

-

Lake it step by step.

@ As & result of th?t speech, there ha; been speculation
in the press about the possibility of U.S. military involvé-
ment in the Mideast to secure our oil supplies -- Libya and
Xuwa it being mentioned, in particular.( Is this & possibility?

The President: I know of no plan in that regard.

Q Do you consider it irresponsible just to make such com-

ment about military acticon?
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ident: I think it's speculation that is not predid
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FORD IVU - 27

cated on any plans with which I'm familiar.

Q How dangerous do you think the situation in the Middle
’ East is now?

The President: It is potentially very serious.

"1@ Is there a timetable --

The President: I don't like to pick a timetable, jﬁst 1ik
I don't like to pick numbers in a congressional electibn.
It ought to be obvious to e?erybody that we cannot go on
with the very delicate ciroum
Israel and Egypt, Israel and Jordan, Israel and Syria, or
the circumstances of the Palestinian Liberation Organizati
Plus we have the problem of the potentiality of another oi
embargs, and the potentiality that if we get involved in =
confrontation between Israelis and Arabs, the Soviet Union
may do what they seemed to be doing in October of 1973 witl

their alert. All of these are very seriocus international

matters,

On .




R On another problem area abroad, is the NATO Alliance
now in trouble because of the difficulties between Greece
gnd Turkey? 1Is the whole southern flank of NATO exposed
and its position jeopardized?

- fhe President: It certainly doesn't help NATO as a whole
and our situation in the Mediterranean to have two good
gllies fighting over Cyprus. We're working very hard at
trying to remedy that problem. But there are ramification
5

Lhe problems of the giddle East.

R ﬁr. President, the foreign-aid program looks as though
it's in for pretty heavy sledding. Does this bother you?
The President: It bothers me very much. We have an oppor-
-

bunity to move ahead and to achieve some results in the
Middle East, and a good foreign-aid program can be helpful
The wrong kind of foreign-aid program could be very harmfu]

% Back on demestic affairs, Mr. President, is the job of

for NATO as & whole that involve the Mediterranean and all

1*2 4
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building a Ford Administration structure about finished,
or is it still in a transitory sﬁage?

The President: We've made a lot of headway. We are con-
tinuing to move in the right direction without getting int
" [this or that position. But I think we've made great strid
gnd ve're in good shape for January when the new Congress
convenes .,

R There have been some criticisms that a Ford Cabinet is
not yet in existence, that there s%ill is too much of a

.

Nixon Cabinet. Do you have plans in mind relating to that

The President: I don't think it's appropriate for me to

discuss something like that at this time. We have reorga-

¥e have had. I think there are some excellent members of
the Cabinet -- and I don't mean to imply that all of them
aren't good. But we've done the first job, and we'll see

how it goes from there.

nized the White House. And that was the major problem that
fowrt

[+

[L*]
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B, How do you like your job, Mr. President?

The President: I enjoy it.

Q Is it too big for one man, as some scholars have sug-
gested?

" {The President: No. I've got a real good staff, and -- be
ing in mind that the change in Administration happened al-
most overnight, and the serious problems we have had -- I
think we are handling the job effectively.

(END INTERVIEW)
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